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in hand with redoubled zest. No doubt this method of instruction
had the merit of famiKarizing students who would not read
Professor Pflugel's works with sartorial types of earlier periods.
As it affected our general outlook, it left the impression that
science has progressed by a succession of miraculous divinations
of exceptionally gifted individuals who might have contrived
to be born at any convenient time with much the same results.
Needless to say, biographical anecdotage of this sort throws no
light on the relation of science to the changing fabric of social
life and their dependence on one another.

In matters affecting educational reform, it is more important
to move in the right direction than to move at maximum speed.
So no apology is necessary if changes as radical as those con-
templated in this discussion cannot be implemented immediately.
There is not the social personnel in the universities to supply
the requisite training for teachers, still less teachers who could
undertake the allotted task in the schools. On the other hand
there are welcome piecemeal innovations, which, if duly en-
couraged, will make it easier to deal with the problem in a few
years' time. If they seem unimportant in themselves, their col-
lective effect may be significant.

One, which may seem at first sight too trivial to mention, is
the provision of special instruction in the teaching of science
by a few of our more forward university Departments of Educa-
tion such as those of London and Liverpool. The Departments of
Education in our universities have the power to lay the founda-
tions of a new humanism with its roots in the scientific outlook,
and incidentally to increase their prestige and importance, if they
take the initiative in pressing the claims of the science teacher and
his or her special needs on the Faculties of Science, which at
present control the syllabuses.

They would also be well advised to disabuse local education
authorities who entertain an undue reverence for the honours
degree. To persons who are not well informed about university
curricula the epithet signifies a qualification superior to the pass
or general degree, as no doubt is true if the end in view is to
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